Gaucher disease: abdominal MR imaging findings in 46 patients.
Abdominal magnetic resonance imaging findings were reviewed in 46 patients with Gaucher disease. All patients had hepatosplenomegaly at the time of initial imaging. Splenic nodules were present in 14 patients (30%) and varied in signal intensity. These nodules were isointense on T1-weighted and hypointense on T2-weighted images. Splenic infarcts were seen in 15 patients (33%), and four of these patients (9%) also had subcapsular fluid collections. Both nodules and infarcts were present in the spleen in four patients (9%). Pathologic correlation was performed with specimens from two patients who underwent partial splenectomy. Focal areas of abnormal signal intensity were noted in the liver in nine patients (20%). They were either stellate or segmental, and may represent fibrotic septa with ischemic changes associated with aggregates of Gaucher cells. No changes were noted in the kidneys or abdominal lymph nodes.